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W Q- Do you know whether or not
B Mr. DeLorean had equipment
e for aging documents?
A. Well, he used surgical gloves
and an old Westinghouse lamp
bulb ... and something to hook
it up to the closet with.

—From court deposition by Cristina
Ferrare ex-wife of auto executive
John Delorean
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Cristina Ferrare during a television interview in 1984




Ex-Wife: DeLorean
Altered Documents

Claim made in federal court deposition

By Micheline Maynard i

John Z. Delorean, whose efforts to save '
his floundering auto company resulted in
two eriminal trials, donned rubber surgical
gloves and went into his former mother-in-
law’'s closet to forge signatures and alter
documents several times in 1984, his for-
mer wife contends in court papers obtained
Friday.

The allegations by talk show hostess
and model Cristina Ferrare, who was mar-
ried to Delorean from 1973 to 1984, come
just seven months afier DeLorean was ac-
quitted in federal court in Detroit on fraud
charges stemming from the bankruptey of
Delorean Motor Co. Jurore said they voted
for acquittal based in part on a key docu-
ment, denounced as a forgery by federal
prosecutors and the person who supposedly .
initialed it. No one has publicly accused De-
Lorean of personally forging the document.

The disclosure of DeLorean’s alleged
forging activities came in a deposition that
was among papers filed in U.S. Bankruptcy
Court in Detroit late Friday by creditors of
the bankrupt auto company. Copies of the,
court documents were obtained by Newsday.

Delorean’s auto company, based in
Northern Ireland, went bankrupt in 1982,
daye after he was arrested in Los Angeles
on charges of trying to import $24 million
in cocaine to save the automaker. The De-
Loreans stayed with Ferrare's mother dur-
ing the resulting cocaine trial, which began in 1984.

During that trial, according to a deposition given
by Ferrare on Jan. 6 of this year, DeLorean began to
practice copying signatures and changed a number of
documents unrelated to the cocaine trial. Ferrare,
now married to motion picture executive Anthony
Thomopoulos, said she stood in the bedroom of her
mother’s home and watched Delorean in the bed-
room closet “writing and then holding whatever it is
he had written over a light in the closet” so that the
signature on the document would appear to be older.

. She said Delorean donned rubber surgical gloves for
the practice and used a giant lamp to age the docu-
ments.

.  Asked during the deposition what she understood
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Delorean and Ferrare during his cocaine trial in 1982

DeLorean to be doing, Ferrare responded, "I under-
stood that he was forging documents.” She said that
she also watched him practicing writing other peo-
ples’ signatures on strips of paper while sitting in the
office of their estate in Bedminster, N.J.
Asked by the attorneys whether she was surprised
at Delorean’s activities, Ferrare responded, “Noth-
ing that John did surprised me.” She said ghe told her
-parents about it, who told her they thought the prac-
tice was "unusual.” But Ferrare said that DeLorean's
attorney in the cocaine trial, Howard Weitzman, dis-
missed it. "John was constantly doing all kinds of
crazy things during the cocaine trial, and Howard
just ignored him all the time,” Ferrare said.
" —Continued on Page 33
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Jetterhead that he di ted to her. F paid
DeLorean told her it was 8 of a conver-
gation invol imself, Marie-Denisé Juhan
ianﬂthehtaeCo' chnpman.mnfﬂuhyﬁg—
mntGemrdedumDe;:ﬂmantSe;ﬁm.
the company that ided opment_money
for DeLorean’s -winged sports car. Ferrare

fraud stemming from pankruptcy of his auto
company, i which $17.6 million in company
i charged

MONE, _ Federal prosecutors
that%elﬂmnmuﬂaoﬂ'witht&ﬂmﬂlimdde-
velopment money for the car that came from Gen-
eral Products Devel nt. )
But attorneys for produced & docu-
ment supposedly injtialed by Juhan that showed
the missing $8.9 million was 8 10-year loan. Fed-
eral prosecutors denounced the undated docu-
ment, -igmdbynelomn.uaﬁke. and Juhan
i initialed it. But she

thedocumentwumled;dmildbeu )
"I'hatdocumentwuanoughtomatummn-
nbledouhtinthemindofthejury,"nidmuthr-
neyi.nthemne,whoukednothbeidentiﬁed-
The document was apparendynuttheonc?er-
rarenid:hehndtypedﬁornel..omninlw.
Awurdinzwthenttomy,whnmfnmﬂinwith
the deposition, Ferrare was never directly asked
whether DeLorean had forged the loan
ment, although she said she had seen the

t in their house.
Federal tors did not call to the
stand in Detroit case, supposedly because
belieged she would give testimony friendly
to her former b gave her to
attorneys 0 's creditors in January,
after Del.orean was itted.
Efforts to reach De at his Manhattan
homwmun.umauﬁﬂ-ﬂcipmmm
ﬁ:rnmvmmﬂ:ﬂwpuld 2 $100,000,

filed ob; to the settlement, goes be-
. fored BlLllsynollemmm 8. Credi-
tors eay not believe the is "ade-



